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Thanks to a $824,000 grant over three years from the Andrew W.
Mellon Foundation, the University of New Hampshire and the
Community College System of New Hampshire (CCSNH) will
establish the New Hampshire Humanities Collaborative to
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promote study of the humanities, support the transfer of
community college students in the humanities to the university
and develop a humanities curriculum focused on grand
challenges.
“This collaborative will illuminate the value of the humanities for
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civic well-being and career advancement by communicating to
students the role of the humanities in providing a well-rounded
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education experience,” said UNH President Mark Huddleston. “It
will also allow us to expand our partnership with the state’s
community colleges.”
Currently about 700 students transfer from community colleges in
New Hampshire to University System of New Hampshire
institutions each year. Of those, only three percent enroll in
humanities majors compared to the more than 20 percent who
enroll in STEM majors.
“We’ve successfully partnered to provide pathways for community
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college students to matriculate into four-year programs but those
efforts to date have been primarily focused on the STEM fields,”
said Ross Gittell, chancellor of CCSNH. “The support from the
Mellon Foundation will help us to not only illustrate the purpose
and value of the humanities, but enhance our curricula and
provide pathways for more students to pursue associate and
bachelor degrees in the humanities.”
According to Heidi Bostic, dean of the College of Liberal Arts at
UNH, the value of a humanities education may not be evident to
students, whether they are enrolled at community colleges or fouryear universities. “The humanities are vital to our democracy and
for addressing the grand challenges of our age, such as health
care, urbanization, food sovereignty and the role of technology in
human relations and discourse. Although these challenges are
sometimes seen as the purview of STEM fields alone, the
humanities are crucial for articulating relevant responses and
enabling respectful civic discourse.”
The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation endeavors to strengthen,
promote, and, where necessary, defend the contributions of the
humanities and the arts to human flourishing and to the well-being
of diverse and democratic societies.
WRITTEN Erika Mantz | Communications and Public Affairs |
BY:

erika.mantz@unh.edu
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